Countries which suffered from German aggression were
promised reparations in the form of surplus German equip-
ment. In fact, however, these deliveries have been reduced
to nil. On the other hand, no conditions are being created
for the efficient use of the enormous amount of equipment
possessed by German industry. As a result, the equipment
of many German plants has been standing idle for over
two years; it is not being repaired, is deterioraibing and
falling into ruin. The overwhelming majority of German
plants are unable to begin normal production, in spite of
the efforts of many manufacturers, while workers, tech-
nicians and engineers are unable to obtain the work they
want. Only individual industrial monopolists with appro-
priate foreign connections receive support from the occu-
pation authorities in the Western zones of Germany.
This cannot go on much longer. The policy of hindering
German industry must be abandoned. Only then will the
necessary restoration of economic life in the western part
of Germany begin and the living standard of the German
population rise.
II
WHAT IS TAKING
PLAGE IN TOE WESTERN ZONES
Mention is frequently made here of those limited rep-
arations the Soviet lUmion is receiving in order to make
good at least a small part of the damage caused to the
Soviet people by the German occupation. But the hidden
reparations and economic privileges which the British*
American'and French authorities, and their industrialists
and banks, are receiving in the Western zones are usually
passed over in silence. Justice, however, requires that this
should not be forgotten.
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